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Record turnout at the third annual 
Design Montréal Open House  
Nearly 21,000 visits in two days!  
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Montréal, May 5, 2009  – A record number of visitors took advantage of 
the third annual Design Montréal Open House on May 2 and 3. A total 
of 20,955 visits were recorded, double last year’s number. During these 
two days, devoted to a gathering of Montréal designers and architects 
and to the discovery of inspiring places in the city, the public had the 
chance to see more than 65 agencies, projects and design venues free 
of charge. 
 
“Montréal has been named a UNESCO City of Design because of the 
very high concentration of talent found here,” said Catherine Sévigny, 
Ville de Montréal Executive Committee member responsible for Culture. 
“The Open House event provided an outstanding opportunity for 
discovering the women and men who are devoting their talent and 
creativity to improving Montrealers’ surroundings. The high turnout by 
families and young people shows an ever-growing interest by the public 
in design and in the people who practise it as a profession.”  
 
A weekend of discoveries 
 
Visitors had the opportunity to meet the designers of award-winning 
projects in national and international competitions at their workplaces. 
These designers proudly displayed their most recent achievements. 
Projections on giant screens, 3D models, activities, guided tours and 
interactive workshops – all this and more was organized to give the 
public a better understanding of designers’ work and to demystify 
common images of design, in a friendly atmosphere well suited to 
exchanges and discussions.  
 
Among the new features this year was the “Youth Design” component, 
intended especially for young people aged 10 and over. The program 
aimed at initiating them to the many facets of design and having them 
meet designers. Almost a third of the participating professional firms 
offered educational activities, such as animated or video presentations, 
sensory or sound experiences, design workshops, quizzes, rallies, 
interactive technological experiments, and more. This proved decisive: 
there were more than 1,200 visits from young people. 
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In addition, nearly a dozen young designers and emerging design 
collectives opened their doors to the public. The up-and-coming 
generation also had a place of honour, with visitors having the chance 
to see exhibitions of work by university students who are graduating in 
the various design and architecture disciplines. 
 
The Design Montréal Open House is an initiative of the Ville de 
Montréal in collaboration with the professional design community and in 
partnership with the Ministère de la Culture, des Communications et de 
la Condition feminine du Québec, pursuant to the Agreement on the 
Cultural Development of Montréal. The Design Montréal office was 
created in January 2006 by the Ville de Montréal. Its mission is to 
implement the municipal action plan aimed at improving design 
throughout the city and positioning Montréal as a UNESCO City of 
Design. 
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